
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



tfoott J&ebietog. 



Was Christ Born at Bethlehem? A Study on the Credibility of 
St. Luke. By W. M. Ramsay, M.A., D.C.L. New York : 
G. P. Putnam's Sons ; London : Hodder & Stoughton, 
1898. Pp. xii + 280. 5s. 

Professor Ramsay is very properly to be considered the champion 
of Luke the historian, and in his most recent volume has discussed in 
great detail a matter which has given no small difficulty to the students 
of the New Testament — the census of Quirinius. So far as concerns 
the portions of the book dealing with anything other than this question, 
it is probably true there is in them nothing of the first importance. It 
is Professor Ramsay's use of the household enrolment in Egypt that 
gives the book its importance. These enrolments had been known of 
before, as Professor Ramsay very generously states, but the significance 
of the fact that they occurred at the end of every fourteen years is to 
be credited to him. These years may be dated from a census paper of 
A. D. 90. This would bring an enrolment in B. C. 9. This extra- 
Palestinian enrolment bears out the statement of Luke that the whole 
world was enrolled. This census-taking every fourteen years was dif- 
ferent from the annual valuation of property. It was intended to make 
simply an enumeration of the population which might be used in levy- 
ing poll-tax, and determining the class of person free from tax, etc. 

But this household enrolment in Egypt does not help Syria, and 
Professor Ramsay is, therefore, forced again to grapple with it. He 
believes that there is positive evidence that such enrolment was made 
in Syria and elsewhere. Tertullian declares that Sentius Saturninus 
made an enrolment which would be at the same time as that made in 
Egypt, that is, between 9 and 7 B. C. More than that, in 6 A. D. it is 
well known that Quirinius did inaugurate an enrolment in Palestine. 
It also appears that in 34-5 an enrolment occurred in Syria, and also 
later. The presumption is, therefore, strengthened, says Professor 
Ramsay, "that the Egyptian fourteen-years' cycle had its root in a 
principle of wide application. This brings us very near to Luke's 
statement that Augustus laid down a general principle of taking cen- 
sus of the whole Roman world." But even in the light of these facts, 
Prosessor Ramsay finds difficulty in that an enrolment of B. C. 8 or 7 

282 



BOOK REVIEWS 283 

would be during the reign of Herod, that is, before Judea was organ- 
ized as a Roman province. He meets his difficulty by an appeal to the 
statement of Josephus {Ant., xvi, 9, 3 ) that Augustus wrote Herod that, 
whereas hitherto he had treated him as a friend, he would henceforth 
treat him as a subject. This letter was probably written about 8 B. C, 
and implied, says Professor Ramsay, "that Herod was then ordered to 
consider that the recent orders for enrolment in the province Syria 
applied also to his kingdom." Professor Ramsay also holds that at 
this time the whole Jewish people was ordered to take the oath of 
fidelity (Ant., xvii, 2, 4), whereas formerly they had been obliged only 
to take the oath to Herod himself. It is probable, however, that a 
postponement of this enrolment was granted to Herod because of an 
embassy which he sent to Rome, which accomplished nothing, and a 
second embassy which was better received. Thereafter it may be noted 
that Herod was constantly obliged to send embassies to Augustus for 
the imperial approval for any important act. The method of enrolment 
stated by Luke would be a concession of the national law to the Jews, 
something which the Romans were generally ready to make. 

This is the important contribution which Professor Ramsay may be 
fairly said to have suggested. Other chapters treat upon the chronol- 
ogy of Christ, Quirinius, and other matters treating of the chronology 
of Christ's life interestingly, but this is the heart of the book. 

What, now, shall be said as to the probability of the conclusion 
reached by Professor Ramsay ? It seems to us that its entire value 
rises and falls, so far as Palestine is concerned, with the status of Herod 
in the Roman empire. There can be no doubt that the household 
enrolment did occur in Egypt, and it may be conceded that it also 
occurred in periods of fourteen years, beginning with A. D. 6 with 
Syria, but the difficulties connected with an enrolment under Herod in 
B. C. 1 1, as Professor Ramsay claims, are still very great. Professor 
Ramsay cannot be said yet to have made out distinctly his case that 
the humiliation of Herod was so complete as to involve the application 
to his kingdom of Roman provincial law for household enrolment ; 
and second, even in that case, Professor Ramsay has hardly sufficiently 
explained the fact that this enrolment came two years late. But it 
cannot be denied that his work adds something to the probability of 
the accuracy of Luke. Even before the discovery of the census papyri 
in Egypt a man could not dogmatize upon Luke's inaccuracy, and still 
less now. For this increase of evidence of the historical value of Luke 
we can be grateful. In the meantime we wait for further confirmation 
of Professor Ramsay's argument. S. M. 



